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Bunscoil Lughaidh Naofa Mobile Phone, Smart Watch and Electronic/Smart Devices
Policy

Introduction

This policy sets out Bunscoil Lughaidh Naofa’s framework governing what is deemed to be
the acceptable use of mobile phones, smart watches, smart devices including all electronic
devices with recording/photographic/online capability.

The policy will operate in conjunction with other policies including the Code Of Behaviour
and Internet Acceptable Use Policy. It is recognised that these documents must be reviewed
and revised regularly in response to the ever-changing ICT environments in the school.

The Policy

As a general rule,

e The pupils are not allowed to bring mobile phones/electronic/smart devices to school.

¢ Smart watches are not permitted at school in any circumstances.

e Where parents deem it necessary in extremely exceptional circumstances for a child to
bring a phone to school, there must be permission granted through Aladdin or an email sent
to the office at office(@bunscoil.ie

In these exceptional cases, where a pupil brings a mobile phone to school, the phone must be:
¢ Clearly labelled with pupil’s name.
* Switched off at the school gate, before entering the grounds.
e Handed in to the Principal’s office.
* Once collected from the Principal’s office in the evening, the device remains switched
off until the pupil is outside of the school gate.

If parents wish to contact a child during the school day in the case of an emergency, they can
do so by contacting the school office on 042 9661808.

Pupils are also not permitted to use mobile phones/smart devices during off site school
activities such as school tours and excursions.

The school will incorporate this policy in line with the School’s Code of Behaviour and will
treat breaches as they would treat any other breach of school discipline.

The school accepts no responsibility; in any circumstances for lost, stolen, mislaid or damaged
mobile phones/smart devices. The safety and security of mobile phones/smart devices is wholly
a matter for pupils/parents.



It must be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone/smart device to menace,
harass or offend another person.

Using any mobile phone/smart device to record in school may be seen as serious misbehaviour
as per the school Code of Behaviour.

If a teacher has any suspicion that a mobile phone/smart device has unsuitable material stored
onit or it has been used to record/access unsuitable materials, the pupil will be required to hand
over the mobile phone/smart device to a teacher and parents/guardians will be asked to call to
the school to discuss the issue. Every parent has the right to expect that school authorities will
do all in their power to ensure that all children are safe and that the privacy of every child/adult
is protected.

Where there is suspicion that the material on the phone/smart device may provide evidence
relating to a criminal offence, the phone may be handed over to the Gardai for further
investigation. Parents will be informed in such circumstances.

The Board of Management will take the abuse of mobile phones/smart devices very seriously.

If a pupil is found in possession of a mobile phone/smart device whilst in school without
permission, the mobile phone/smart device will initially be confiscated and kept in the school
office for collection by the child’s parent/guardian. This may be deemed as a serious breach of
school rules and dealt with accordingly.

Communication/Circulation of Policy

The policy is available for viewing in the school office and on the school website. The policy
will be made available to parents of new children who enrol in the school.4
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